
Annual General Meeting of Chester-Le-Street Ramblers 

Held 13th January 2015 in the White Hills Pub 

Waldridge Road, Chester-Le-Street 

Opening Statement 

Kathleen Tweddle (chairperson) was pleased to welcome so many members to the meeting, especially 
because of the adverse weather conditions. Kathleen noted that the agenda was lengthy and she would 

therefore attempt to move along so business could be completed in the time scale. 

Apologies for Absence : Denis Draper, Joan Ward, Rhoda Brown ,Irene Bell, Irene Kinnison, Chris Leach, 

Lilian Alcock, Julie Campbell, Mary Judson. 

Chairperson Report (Kathleen Tweddle) 

The year as a whole was very good, but one sad time was the untimely death of past, chair and walk 

leader, “Harry Preece" his passing caused great sadness among his many friends, and his many friends 
showed their respect by filling the Church at his Funeral Service, and contributing to the charities he was 

involved in, 

Another sad time when some members had objected the new Constitution (as the original was missing and 

had been for at least 3 years) and its interpretation, and have proposed amendments, (to be discussed 
later) 

Now some of the good times, 

The opening of the extension of the Coastal Path in the North East, (a Success) 
The wonderful walks we have done (more people walking numbers up 19.03%) 

The Walk with MP Kevan Jones (and his dog Biff) in October Many great social events 

Group & membership Secretary's Report (Jon Davison) 

Membership: Membership up 10.51% on 2013 
New Members 17 in 2014 Sunday Walk Turnout: up 19.03% on 2013 

Coach Trip Walks: up 2.74% on 2013 

Wednesday walks up 1.03% on 2013 Thursday Walks: up 11.04% on 2013 

Chit Chat Magazine still liked would appreciate more input from members with stories/photos/jokes/quizzes 
Our Website (chester-le-street-ramblers.co.uk) regularly updated with walk info, walk photos, footpath 

problems (from Steve D) and now Ramblers Insurance details & FAQ, and if the Constitution is accepted 

this will also be displayed on the site for all to view, there are links to the Northumbria Area Website (and 

vice-versa) and a link to the ramblers joining/re-joining page of Ramblers.org.uk Web Statistics 
(09/01/2015) 

15/10/2013 to 31/12/2013 (45 days) = 6557 hits aver 71 hits per day 01/01/2014 to 31/12/2014 (365 days) 

= 53749 hits aver 147 hits per day 01/01/2015 to 09/01/2015 (9 days) = 1703 hits aver 212 hits per day 

With a Grand Total 62009 hits aver 133 hits per day over 419 days 

Treasures Report (Kath Nixon) 

From Sept 2013 to Sept 2014 

Incoming £174 .71 + 6p interest = £174.77p 

Outgoing £164.76 (of which £96.00p spent on AGM food) 

Balance £10.01 

Current Balance January 2015 £154.67p 

 

Footpath Officers Report (Steve Dixon) 

Path Diversions/changes, 2 paths closed to be replaced by permanent diversion path, new path opened at 

Pelton Fell (known locally as the "Battery") Chester Burn Close, prohibition of motors vehicles converted to 

ROW and others 



Steve Attended Durham Liaison Meeting (only 1 per year due to cut backs) 

Two key areas of potential assistance 
Ploughing and Cropping Campaign (were farmers plough ROW and block with crops,) inspection are 

carried out to ensure that farmers re-instate them. 

The offer of Ramblers Groups carrying out repairs to paths and other practical work 

Steve had various photos of before and after repair/resurfacing work 
This 16 page bunch of documents was left out for the perusal of anyone interested 

Walk Co-ordinator (John Armstrong) 

John thank all of his walk leaders for a fantastic years walking, as the attendance figures up 19.03% 

backed up, 

The coach trip walks although good walk, attendances were disappointing, mainly because of members 

dropping out at the last minute without having paid their coach fee, causing members attending , left with 

the extra cost, a discussion followed whether members wished to have 4 trips per year, a vote decided on 

just 2 for the moment. John said he was not available for re-election but thanked everyone for their support. 

Social Secretary's Report (Irene Bell) 

As Irene was on holiday Kath Nixon gave the details of events, 

The 2 for 1 meal at the Newton Grange went down well (MG) 

Kathleen's Ceilidh again was a great success (KT) 
The Swing Bridge Tour (PW) 

The Lakeside Pub (KN) 

Summer Solstice (PW) 

10 pin Bowling (MG) 
Xmas Meal (IB) after Beamish walk (BP) 

The New Proposed Constitution 

The Chairperson (Kathleen Tweddle) explained the reason for the new proposed constitution was needed 

(which had been accepted by The Area Council,) that a member had a complaint and insisted on voicing it 
at the groups committee meeting, when told he could not, saying that he could, as stated in the constitution, 

the trouble was no constitution could be found, the area are supposed to hold a copy but they did not have 

one, on seeking advice from Area Sec/Area Chair/Ramblers HQ, they all said non committee members 

were not allowed to attends committee meetings, and all advised writing up a new constitution in line with 
the "Group Model Constitution (2007)", and getting it accepted at an "Area Council Meeting", this was done 

and every member received the accepted copy prior or at the meeting. 

4 Members, (David Middleton, Bryan Stout, Bill Fairnington, Dennis Draper,) disagreed with the constitution 

as it stood and tabled amendments, and handed out printed copies of their proposed amendments at the 
meeting. 

(1)Territory: The Group shall function in Chester-Le-Street or any other such territory as may be agreed 

with the governing body of the Area from time to time  

To be replaced by: 

The group's territory be defined as "the former Chester-Le-Street District, (Chester-Le-Street district is an 

old council term)Membership: Membership of the Group shall consist of all such individual members of the 

Area as are allocated to the group by the Board of Trustees in accordance with the RA's Memorandum and 

Articles of Association and standing orders. 
To be replaced with 
Membership of our group should be open to all ramblers' members who wish to be allocated or 
transferred to our group (that option is already available as some of our current members can vouch 
for) 

(2)Management 
(ix) The Committee can invite a member to attend where the Chair agrees, though the said member shall 
not vote on any issue/item 

To be replaced by 
(ix) Members may attend committee meetings, with prior notice as observers, and may be invited by the 



chair to speak, but are not eligible to vote, Also they should give prior notice to the secretary of any notice 
to  
Be placed on the agenda. (This goes against any of the advice given by Area Chair/Sec/ Ramblers HQ) 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

(3)In the first quarter of each financial year the Committee shall convene an Annual General Meeting of the 
Group, of which not less than fourteen days' notice shall be given in writing to each member of the Group, 
and which all members of the Group shall be entitled to attend, to: 

To be replaced by 

A minimum of 14 days' notice shall be given of the AGM, and the secretary should ensure as that as many 
members as practically possible receive timely notification by the most practical and cost effective method 
(what's the difference? 75 notified by Email, 9 by post, 18 were hand delivered by Dec 31st 2014) 
 
(4) Discuss and consider motions, notice of which shall have been given in writing to the Secretary. To be 
replaced by 
(vii) Motions for the AGM should be submitted to the secretary, preferably in writing 
(What's the difference written preferred, motions on the night always considered?) 
 
Peter Jackson proposed to accept the Constitution for Chester-Le-Street Seconded by David Marshall, 

And accepted by the group by 30 to 6 The Election of Officers 

(All Officers are required to stand down at the AGM, but can offer to be re-elected) 

(1) Chair, Kathleen Tweddle re-elected un-apposed 

(2) Secretary, Jon Davison re-elected un-apposed 
(3) Treasurer, Kath Nixon re-elected un-apposed 

(4) Footpath Officer, Steve Dixon, re-elected un-apposed 

(5) Coach & Sunday Walk Co-Ord, Joanne Hall volunteered and was elected un-apposed 

(6) Mid-Week Walk Co-Ord, Muriel Goode volunteered and was elected un-apposed 
(7) Social Secretary, Irene Bell re-elected un-apposed 

(8) Media Secretary (New Post) Daniel Green elected prop Ian Drummond Sec P Wilson 

The Chair thanked those not returning for their efforts over the last year, and welcomed the new officers 

AOB 

 
Audrey Watson, was concerned about the lack of walking groups coming to walk in our area (Ch-le-st) 
 
Joanne Hall had some suggestions to add to our walk program i.e., mileage, start co-ordinates, and 

whether the group wanted 2 or 4 coach trips per year and what size coach 33 or 45/49/53 

 

Judy Rutter suggested that after a certain time coach seats be offered to friends and family of ramblers to 

fill the coach, or even in the library or doctors, for local members of the public to join the trip 

 

 

 

Meeting closed 8.15pm out came the Buffett, 

And the Social side of our ramblers group began 


